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Toro top buys: 
30 great wines to try
Looking across the region as a whole, Natasha Hughes MW picks 
out her 30 favourite Toro wines from vintages going back to 2010

San Román Bodegas y Viñedos, San Román 2015 95
£39.80 (2014) Cru World Wine
A hint of gaminess on the nose, but the palate is packed with 
generous fruit. Notes of chocolate from the oak are married to 
cherry and elderberry fruit, tobacco smoke and cedar. Silky 
texture with grip but also great finesse. Great persistence. 
Power and elegance combined. Drink 2019-2035 Alc 14.5%

Teso la Monja, Alabaster 2016 97
£105.50 (2010) Gerrard Seel
Despite high levels of tannins, they’re silky, fine-grained and 
almost totally integrated into the dense, complex palate. 
Raspberries, elderberries, red plums, fennel and dark 
chocolate with smoky minerality. Incredibly precise; long and 
resonant, with sure-footed grace. Drink 2020-2036 Alc 14.5%

Dominio del Bendito, Mi Verdadejo 2017 94
N/A UK www.bodegadominiodelbendito.com
Generous, fleshy texture. Delightful aromas of peach and pink 
grapefruit with a lick of salty minerality. Brisk acidity lends 
balance. Long and very elegant. Drink 2019-2022 Alcohol 14%

Teso la Monja, Victorino 2016 94
£35.17 Vinissimus
Lots of sweet oak spice on the nose and palate, but there’s so 
much density of fruit that this will integrate over the long life of 
this wine. Complex flavours and densely packed tannins. One 
for the long haul. Drink 2020-2036 Alc 14.5% ➢

Dominio del Bendito, El Titan del Bendito 2014 95
£59.99 (2013) Ake & Humphris
An impressive organic wine that combines great power with 
elegance. Velvety texture and tannins, plus lavish elderberry, 
violet and liquorice fruit and a hint of vibrant raspberry on the 
long finish. Drink 2020-2035 Alc 15.5%

Torreduero, Viore Fermentado en Barrica 2017 86
£8.49 Wine-Man Yattendon
This organic white is riper and fleshier than Verdejo produced 
in Rueda, but it still shows some of those characteristic guava 
fruit notes, along with a hint of oak spice and ginger. An 
alternative to Viognier rather than Sauvignon Blanc, perhaps? 
Drink 2019 Alc 13%
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Elías Mora, Reserva 2012 91
£41.06 (2010) Vinissimus
Attractive nose of rich dark fruit; cherries in brandy. Flirts with 
overripeness, but just pulls itself back from the brink. Prunes 
and spice tinged with smoke. Plush tannins and bright acidity. 
Generous and plush finish. Drink 2019-2030 Alc 15%

Casa Maguila, Cachito Mío 2015 88
£12.50 (ib) Atlas Fine Wines 
Juniper, herbs and dark fruit, with earthy undertones and a 
hint of tea leaf. Plenty of oak spice. Dense and dark, with firm 
but polished tannins and brisk acidity. Chewy finish; needs 
time, but there’s enough on the palate to allow this wine to 
age. Drink 2020-2028 Alc 14.5%

Teso la Monja, Almirez 2016 92
£17.13 Vinissimus
Dense, chewy tannins provide a framework for a palate full of 
red cherry and berry fruit, with aniseed and tobacco-leaf 
flavours. There’s considerable freshness and generous oak 
spice that should integrate in time, and a long finish. Drink 
2019-2028 Alc 14.5%

Rodríguez Sanzo, Las Tierras de Javier Rodríguez, 
Finca El Teso 2012 89
N/A UK www.rodriguezsanzo.com
Woody notes and dark plum. Chewy tannins and lots of oak, 
but it integrates well with the fruit. Smoky tobacco leaf, some 
definite development but still has freshness, especially on the 
finish. Good concentration. Drink 2019-2028 Alc 15%

Elías Mora, Descarte 2014 92
£22.57 (2013) Vinissimus
Red liquorice, salty minerality and tobacco leaves blended 
with plums and prunes on the palate. Grippy tannins and 
bright acidity help to create an overall impression of poise 
and precision. Drink 2019-2030 Alc 14.5%

Dominio del Bendito, Las Sabias 2014 89
£24.15 (2015) Vinissimus
Dark plum cake and baking spice with a hint of liquorice. 
Tannins are firm and need time to integrate, but  
there’s some real depth that suggests this wine will age well. 
Drink 2020-2028 Alc 15%

Numanthia, Termanthia 2010 93
£120-£142 (ib) Berry Bros Exchange, Crump Richmond Shaw, 
Seckford
Mature nose of earthy tobacco leaf, liquorice, prunes; some 
brightness on the palate with sweet oak spice. Lovely silky 
texture. Must have been a monster in its youth, but settling 
into a relatively sedate middle age. Drink 2019-2028 Alc 15%

Divina Proporción, Madremía 2016 90
£12.68 Vinissimus 
Attractive, silky palate with bilberries and damsons, plus a 
hint of violets. A fair bit of oak here, but it’s integrating nicely. 
Juicy acidity and ripe, fine-grained tannins provide support 
for the well-balanced finish. Drink 2019-2026 Alc 14.5%

Vetus 2015 91
£14.40-£14.97 Gourmet Hunters, Vinissimus
Lots of vanilla oak on nose and palate, but there’s some real 
depth of juicy damson fruit here. Lots of spice and a hint of 
herbs. Juicy acidity and firm but fine-grained tannins; nicely 
balanced. Hint of meaty development. Big but has grace and 
freshness. Drink 2019-2028 Alc 14.5%

Fariña, Gran Colegiata Crianza 2013 88
£11.37 (2014) Vinissimus
Smoky bacon aromas, raspberry and bramble fruit with a 
touch of liquorice on the finish. Gently grippy tannins, plus 
fresh acidity. Pure enjoyment rather than hugely complex. 
Drink 2019-2024 Alc 13.5% ➢

Vega Sicilia, Pintia 2013 92
£42.03-£47.50 AG Wines, Gourmet Hunters, Philglas & Swiggot
Plush red berry fruits, smoky tobacco and thyme on the nose, 
followed by velvety texture and balanced tannins on the 
palate. Drink 2019-2028 Alc 14%

Tardencuba, Autor 2011 89
£16.23 Vinissimus 
Fleshy, dark-fruited wine with hints of earthy development to 
add complexity to the spiced damson fruit. There’s some 
spicy oak in the background but it doesn’t dominate. Firm 
tannins are well integrated. Hint of cola spice on finish. Decent 
length. Drink 2019-2026 Alc 15%

Heredad de Uruena, Moisés Gran Vino 2012 92
N/A UK www.heredaduruena.com
Complex and polished, with incense, cherry and chocolate on 
the palate, allied to some earthy, leathery development. 
Dense tannins are just beginning to integrate and there’s a 
burst of freshness on the finish, with plenty of rich fruit. Lots of 
oak, but it belongs to the wine. Drink 2019-2030 Alc 15%

Elías Mora, Crianza 2015 89
£15.94 (2014) Vinissimus
Meaty and gamey, with sinewy tannins and good acidity.  
A touch of sweet baking spice, with some plum and bramble 
fruit. Not long, but nicely balanced. Drink 2019-2026 Alc 15%

Valdigal 2014 93
N/A UK www.valdigal.com
Densely fruited, with notes of violets and damsons. The oak 
is unobtrusive, and the tannins are fine and dense. Nicely 
balanced. Drink 2019-2028 Alc 15%

Vetus, Flor de Vetus 2016 90
£15.99 Liberty Wines
Generous, red berry palate and nose. Has elegance and 
freshness, with supple tannins and integrated oak. Much more 
approachable in its youth, but has enough balance and depth 
to keep going. Drink 2019-2023 Alc 14%
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Ramón Ramos, Serie Naranja Tinto 2016 86
£12.05 Vinissimus
A hint of green leafiness, along with some dark plum fruit and 
oak spice. Bright acidity on the finish, of moderate length. 
Organic. Drink 2019-2024 Alc 14.5%

Frontaura, Dominio de Valdelacasa 2015 86
£15 (2010) El Toro Wines
Juicy bramble and red cherry notes, gently grippy tannins. 
Not overly complex but plush and easy to drink. Not much 
concentration on the mid-palate; some warmth on the finish. 
Drink 2019-2020 Alc 14.5%

Dominio del Bendito, El Primer Paso 2016 87
£17.50 (2015) Noble Green
Lots of oak that needs time to integrate but has enough depth 
of dark berry and juniper fruit to get there in the end. Rich and 
plush, this has plenty of power and concentration. Organic. 
Drink 2020-2024 Alc 15%

Legado de Orniz, Cindus 2016 88
£15.10 (2015) El Toro Wines
Fleshy, generous wine with firm, grippy tannins and a fair 
amount of oak. There’s enough dark fruit on the palate to 
allow for eventual integration. Hint of violets. Decent finish. 
Drink 2019-2023 Alc 15%

Valbusenda, Vivo 2011 86
N/A UK www.bodegasvalbusenda.es
Mature wine with some animal, gamey notes alongside the 
dense prune and red berry fruit. Lots of oak spice notes.  
The tannins are still quite firm but lend structure to the wine.  
A bit warm and dry on the finish. Drink 2019-2027 Alc 15%

Legado de Orniz, Triens 2014 86
£18.82 (2013) El Toro Wines
Earthy, leathery notes from some development in bottle, 
allied to elderberry and dark cherry fruit. Smoky note, silky 
palate. Generous oak not yet fully integrated and a bit of 
warmth on the finish. Drink 2019-2026 Alc 15%

La Casa Maguila, Angelitos Negros 2016 87
£14.99 The Oxford Wine Co
Approachable, with an oaky sweetness, alongside lively dark 
cherry and berry fruits. Supple tannins and juicy acidity. Fleshy 
palate. Drink 2019-2021 Alc 14.5%

Tardencuba, Roble 2016 88
N/A UK www.tardencuba.com
Firm, fine-grained tannins and juicy acidity support a palate of 
tobacco leaf and red berry fruits. Nicely balanced with a good 
finish. Herby note. Drink 2019-2023 Alc 14%


